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When to 'protect'r

and how far to go

Diagram

s
(i)

/^Kt64
v 87
)  A107
.?.8543

, fA852
v1096
r KQ4
t A72

Auction 1
West North

' t?
East South
?

lrf (one-level overcall) = 8-17 HCP
2r?. (two-level overcall without jump)

= 10-18 HCP
Double (take-out) = 1l+ HCP
lNT = Good 15-18 HCP

Clearly West cannot use the same criteria
in Auction 2, otherwise both players may
pass with 14 balanced points and an easy
game is missed. Equally, there are the large
numbers of hands where the points in the
pack are roughly evenly split between
North-South and East-West. I call these
'20120 hands'. Frequently each side can
make a part-score in its chosen suit and it
simply doesn't pay to sell out to your
opponents' choice of one-level contract.

IN the first article in this series (Tune
2008) we saw that with balanced hands of
up to a poor 15 points you might have no
alternative to pass, once your right-hand
opponent has opened the bidding. The
main natural options available to East in
Auction I are shorr-n belorv:

Auction 2
West North

1V
?

East South
Pass Pass

This position is called the Protective
position because West must'protect' the
possibility that East has been forced to
pass with opening values. Bidding with
few values is relative safe here: if West has
only 8 points then he knows East must
have quite a bit, otherwise why are North-
South passing out 1?? West should be
looking for reasons to bid, not reasons to
pass! On the whole West pretends he has
an extra useful king (effectively borrowing
it from East) and then chooses his bid.
This is called: 'transferring a king'. The
bidding criteria for West in Auction 2 are
summarised as follows:

1A (one-level overcall) = 5-14 HCP
2r?r (two-level overcall without jump)

= 7-15 HCP
Double (take-out) = 8+ HCP
lNT = l1-14 HCP

Some bids in fourth position don't quite fit
this pattern of bidding with 3 fewer points:

2NT shows a balanced 20-22,because it
is not possible otherwise to cater for
strong balanced hands too good for a
protective lNT.
20t, a jtmp overcall, should be played as
12-16 HCP with a six-card suit, irres-
pective of what you play immediately
over the 1? bidder.
Michaels Cue-bids should remain large-
ly unaltered, though there is not much
point in bidding on complete rubbish
when you can pass the hand out.

The time for West to pass in Auction 2 is
when he has great length in opener's suit
and is worried that if he bids North-South
might find a better contract.

Auction 3
West North East

1 V Pass
Dble Pass lA

Auction 4
West North East

1 V Pass
1A Pass 1 NT
2NT Pass 3NT

The East-West hands _,. t::.;gram (i) are
bid as shown in -{i,;::,: -: Of course if
West had been nert t"- ::i atrter 1l and
had doubled in that :L.s::-,:rn. East would
be insisting on game. b':: E-:..t is aware that
West has added a ki::r r,-. his assets.
Therefore East has :r ;u-rrespondingly
subtract a king.

South
Pass
All Pass

South
Pass
Pass
All Pass

YOUNG CHELSEA
ONE OF THE WORLD'S
GREAT BRIDGE CLUBS

Duplicate every weekday evening

www.ycbc.co.uk

a AK87 2
,42
It92
t K' , rO 8

Diagram (ii)

s 64
VAQZ3
a K1043
&A142

The East-\r-est hands in Diagram (ii) are
bid as shorrn in Auction 4. East's lNT
might look l ike a huge underbid,  but
opposi te a standard one- level  overcal l
lNT shorrs 9-12 points. If East subtracts a
king, then he will need to have started
with 12-15 points.

Remember: West could have protected
with 16 with as few as 5 points! With 11
points, West makes a game try of 2NT and
now East has a comfortable raise to gqme.
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Add Three Points
in the

Protective Seat
North East

Pass Dbl

Now partner may have a good hand but
you have to cater for him to hold a
shapely nine count. This means you must
adjust your actions. 1NT after parlner's
protective double might show about 9-12
points, about 3 points stronger than
before. A typical example might be hand
D. If you held C with about 6-8 points,
you should bid 2). A bid of lNT is too
likely to encourage partner to bid again
when no game is available.

If your right-hand opponent opened
1? and you had a fair hand with hearls,
you might overcall lNT. This would
tend to be strong, perhaps 15-18 points.
Hand E would be typical.

Hand E

^K7? KJ85
r AQ43
i K86

Hand F
i  K7

" 
QJ97

I K975
{ K86

Now suppose the auction went:

West North East South
1? Pass Pass

1NT

Most people play this lNT bid as a
weakerhand (say 12-14 points) such as F.

If you held hand E, you would be too
strong to bid 1NT in fourth seat and
would double first.

Partner has to allow for this and
should have about three points more to
invite game than he would need if you
had overcalled 1NT in second seat.

The same rule applies when your
side's bid is in a suit after the double.
Suppose the auction starts like this:

West North

1V

East South

Dbl Pass

r  KJ7

" 
5 .1

r  4J975
! iQ38

You ":: i ' :  good for 21, which you
mlql  -  -  '  :h almost no values. so bid
31. I i. - ' , i3',er. lV had been on your
. - :^L.  - : - - . . -  ^  . .^--t- l9l- l [  : ]-  -  :- . , ' r  t \ \  O passeS. yOUr pannef

r€ope:: '  ; :  r  dtruble. 1'ou bid 21. You
adlu:: :  ,  -  b' ,  : ! , tut :hree points to
al ion -  :  ' - - :  I  . . . t  :  : : : i : . .  of  the re-
nnan---- j
" lJ . ' , . . . : - '

hat do you do with hands A
and B if an opponent opens
lt? A is a take-out double in

any seat; B is weaker.

HandA Hand B
i  KQ76 i  QJ43
rK976 

"Q1054r J3 |  5
EAJ5 QKJ86

West North East South
1t Pass Pass

?

B is indeed weaker and worlh a double
only in fourth seat. If you add three
points, it becomes a minimum double in
second seat. Since you should double
here with A and B, you and your paftner
need to work out what later bids show.

What is the minimum to protect on in
fourth seat? Many players use the
principle of the "transferred king." What
this means is that they will bid on a king
less than they would in second seat and
expect partner to adjust accordingly.

West

Pass
2

South

1r
Pass

D:ss =: : .s

Ti^---  -  -  -
l l  _!-  :

f f iUSI . : r . ;  - I :

West

::, : - -inh seat, you
,:; things start:

East South

1?

1i  Pass

Hand H
i AQ B 7 6
v 65
i  Q72
i  1094

Hand G
i 54

" 
KJ97

r K43
!rAK83

Hand C
i 54
? KJ97
r Qlo43
e Q98

Hand D

s 54

'  
KJ97

I AJ76
rQ98

West North East South

.  
t t  Dbl  Pass

You may prefer lNT on C to 2l because
of the heart holding. Parlner will expect
about 6-9 points for this bid. If you
made the hand a bit stronger, as in D,
you would be too strong to bid lNT. You
would bid 2N! showing about 10-12.

\\ ith G. you passed over 1? as you were
too rr,'eak to bid lNT. Partner has now
protected so what do you do? Of course,
he might hold a hand on which he would
bid li in any position. Such a hand
u ould make game I ikely opposi te yours.
Then again, he might have hand H.

As you do not want to be in game on
these hands, mentally deduct about three
points to allow for the protection and bid
2NT. Those who call 3NT are likely to
end up (i) disappointed and (ii) with a

Page 46
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Total trumps
equal

total tricks

and North-South are two off in 44,

provided the opPosition doubles

bidding 4A turns -420 into -300. Of

course we all know theY don t alwaYs

double, indeed sometimes theY bid

on to 5? which gives a major gain.

If North-South can make 4tf (10

tricks) while East-West were trvo off

in 4t (8 tricks), then bidding 4tf

turns *100 (surelY South rvas not

going to double 4l) into +420.

If both 4V and 4rf were due to fail bY

one trick, then bidding 4rf turns +50

into -50.
This analysis suggests it is clearly

right for South to compete to '1A. Of

course sometimes there lr-ill be 19

total tricks, when either 4? or 44r

will make and the other one will be
just one off, making bidding 4l even

more clear-cut.
If this thought process seems compli-

cated, the good news is that the LTT

lends itself to easy shortcuts:

However, be wary of the five level. To bid

5A over their 5V you need at least 20 total

trumps. The saying that 'The five level

belongs to the opposition'is well founded.

Suppose your opPonents bid to 4? and

your partner bids a riskY 4i. His

enterprise is well rewarded when they

compete to 5?. He has pushed them from

an easy4V into a dubious 51. Don't undo

all his good work by sacrificing in 54. I

IN my last article I demonstrated how the

law of Total Tricks (LIT) can aid compe-

titive bidding. The LTT states that TOTAL

TRICKS available to the two sides will

tend to equal TOTAL TRUMPS held bY

both sides. Hence, if North/South hold

nine spades and East/West hold ten hearts
(19 total trumps), this suggests either 4A

will make and 4l is one off (19 total

tricks) or 4? will make with 4rf one off
(also 19 total tricks). I start this article by

looking at a tlpical high level decision.

A typical high-level decision

How should South bid HandA at Love All

after the biddins in Auction 1?

Auction 1
West North East
1V 1A 4l

South
?

Let us consider total trumps. North-South

have at least nine spades, possibly ten. How

about East-West? They have bid to 4? with

only about half the high cards in the pack'

West probably has a near minimum open-

ing with five hearts: East certainly has four

hearts, possibly five. Let us take a conser-

vative view that each side has nine cards in

its fit, making 18 total trumps' This suggests

18 total tricks. How does this break down?

o If East-West can make 4V (10 tricks)
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feel that if I have succeeded in pushing the

opponents one level higher than theywant

to be, I have done enough.

Enter the Unassuming Cue-bid

In the previous example your opponents

had found their fit and you had to decide

whether to compete. How should East bid

Hands B and C if the auction begins as in

Auction 2? Vulnerability shouldn't matter

greatly.

HandB I  HandC

aKl6s4 I  iK,6s
?8 I  18
ol10e8 |  0J10e8
iF86s I  *86s2

Auction 2
West North East South

1V
?,IA Pass

In the previous article tr ended rrith the

advice: with 20/10 hands. tn- to bid to the

level equal to the raurnber of trumps held

by your side. This advice doesnt only

apply to lorter lerel contracts, and gener-

ally it pa,vs to push the bidding up before

your opponents find their fit. These look

like 20120 hands in that it is likely that

each side holds roughly half of the points'

With Hand B you hold at least ten spades

so a pre-empt to 4|| is correct. With Hand

C you have at least nine spades, so a pre-

empt to 3A is correct' Partner is expected to

Dass $'hatever he has. If he has a minimum

lrf olrercall 3i will fail, but North-South

can clearly make 4V. If he has a maximum

1A overcall, 34r will probably make'

However, clearly you can not use 3A as a

pre-empt and a game try, so we now see a

tlpical conventional idea that frees up the

3A bid for'total' tricks' purposes.

Hand A
aKl87
4942
.63
&A198

Firstly, assume the opponents have a

fit similar to you. If you have a nine-

card fit, .rssume theY also have a

nine-card fit. Secondly, at game level,

if the total trumps suggest that the

worst that can haPPen is that their

game and your game both go one off,

then generally you should bid Your
game over their game.
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Frances Hinden

Defending against
artificial systems

Part II
Finally, one optional extra. After a'pass or

correct'bid by responder, in fourth seat vou

might have a strong hand with length in the

suit just bid on your right. Rather than pass

and hope to double later for take-out, I'ou

can play double as'multi-wayl i.e. talie-out

of any one of their possible suits. Opener

will have to reveal his suit over the double,

and now you both bid on assuming that the

double was take-out of opener's suit.

*****

This may sound a little complex. so here are

some examples where North opens ',rith an

artificial jump, either the lvlulti I0 r"r-e ak

in one of  the majors,  or  \  ar iou:  : I rJnS

hands), or some other pre-empt.

AAK75
17652
)2
&AQ76

aQJ102
v J4
I  AQ83
*K83

West North East South
2a Dble' Pass

3a' Pass 3r| Pass

46 All Pass

' Balanced (opener's suit is unknown)

'zA cue-bid, as West would Pass with

diamonds

2a
Pass 26

East South
Pass 3V
Dble' Pass

hearts, or strong with

Pass 2l'
Dble' Pass

IN April I looked at how to bid when your
right-hand opponent (RHO) opens with
an artificial pre-empt. I recommended
playing much the same defence whatever
the opening:
r  Even i f  the opening bid has both

strong and weak options' alwaYs
assume a weak hand until Proven
otherwise.

o Suit and no-trump overcalls are
usually natural and constructive.

o If opener's potential long suit is
known, bid as if he has pre-empted in
that suit. Double is take-out of the
implied suit, while pass followed by a
double shows a relatively balanced
hand.

o If you don't know opener's long suit,
double shows a balanced hand, while
pass then double is take-out.

In this article I give some suggestions on
how to continue the auction. In general, try
to use the same methods as after a natural
pre-empt. For example, if you play Leben-
sohl after a take-out double of a weak two, it
is still useful after a double of an artificial
tvvo.

Unfortunatelythere is an additional com-
plication against an artificial opening. After
a natural pre-empt and overcall, you can
always bid opener's suit to show a good
hand, but how can you cue-bid when you
don t know what their suit is? We deal with
this using t\,vo more general rules:
r Ifpartner doubles an artificial opening

and next hand passes, bidding that suit
is strong and artificial (you could pass
the double with length).

r If the opening bid has two possible
weak sui ts (e.g.  the'Mult i ' ) ,  and
partner overcalls naturally in one of
them, then a non- jump bid of  the
other one is a cue-bid.  A jump is
natural and strong, in case partner
has picked off opener's suit.

^A7| 862
l)  KQ82
*KJ1o7

iKQlo8s2
?KO5
. J6
.?.Q5

West North East South
2a 2^ Pass

3V' Pass 3NT Pass

Pass' Pass

' A cue-bid, or general force

'z Delighted (4A may go off)

West North
3r) '

Pass Pass
Passt Pass

' Weak with long
spades and clubs

' Balanced values
3 Very happy if North-South are vulnerable

West North East South

West North East
2NT1 3NT'

4NT3 Pass 6&'
I Bad pre-empt in either minor

'z Likely to make nine tricks

' Do you have anything extra?

3V' Pass 4l All Pass
1 To play opposite hearts ('pass or correct')

'z Take-out of spades

' Playing Lebensohl, about 8+ Points

Next time I shall look at what to do after an

artificial one-level opening or response. D

South
Pass
All pass

iK2
vQs2
)  A7 5 4
&Kt72

AAQ73
a A73
I KJ3
*98s

^163vQ10874
aJs
.?.AS2

a8
VAK52
a K Q 10 4 2
.?.K93iKQ87

I AQ962
05
&QS3

aA5
v K3
aK7
.t  AKf 10965
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o Yes (might try 6NT at match-points)

www.ebu.co.uk



lmost from the moment that we
start to play bridge, we become
aware that the minor suits are

the poor relations. This is for good
reason. The difference between making
nine tricks (3NT) and eleven tricks
(game in a minor) is much greater than
the gap between making nine and ten
(game in a major). You know also that if
you fail to make exactly eleven, then
you have either overbid - or underbid!
At matchpoints, even if you make 5Q or
50, any pairs who make ten tricks in
3NT outscore you.

While most of us open one of a major
with a five-card suit happily, on values
within the no-trump range, we would
not open li or 1l on such hands with a
five-card minor. From the outset, the
emphasis is on playing in no-trumps
rather than a minor. Take this hand for
examole:

iJ103
V AK2
i 10953
! i  KQ6

i  Q9

" 
Q84

r KQJ87

* A42

West East
1NT 3NT

3NT is far from perfect on a spade lead,
but it will make any time you do not get
a spade lead, any time spades divide 4-4
and often when someone holds 4A-K-x.

5t, by contrast, suffers from the
indignity of having three top losers no
matter what the lead. Note that, if you
reverse the red suits (giving East
?K-Q-J-x-x), you would prefer to play
in 41 , which, barring wild breaks, is
virtually laydown. What is more, you
would reach 4? easily after a lNT
opening: East would show his five-card
heart suit with a transfer or by whatever
method you employ.

Nine Tricks are,
Easier tharr Eleven

Here is another type of hand that you
should treat differently because of the
low scoring of the minor suits:

{  K6
VAJT
I KQ953
e K63

i  Q108
v 85
r AJ 8 6
iA'1085

West East
11 3|

3NT

Playing a weak no-trump, West opens
1l and, with an eight-loser hand, East,
no doubt, raises to 3f. I imagine that
West will - quite rightly - give little
thought to bidding anything other than
3NT, which would be unlucky to fail. 5l
might make, but would be an inferior
contract.

Note that, if the players were playing
a strong no-trump, then the bidding
would just go lNT-3NT.

As an aside, there is a difference in the
meaning of opener's second bid in the
following two auctions:

(a)

West East

1V 3?

3i

(b)
West East

1r 3r
3i

In auction a). 3l is a cue-bid and is the
start of an exploration to see if a slam is
possible. This is because, when you
have a known eight-card fit in a major,
you will not play in some other suit.
However, in auction b) 3i does not
mean that opener has first-round control,
nor indeed four spades (because partner
has denied holding that suit). It merely
shows a stopper in the suit and is
looking for partner to bid 3NT. (The
opener would, of course, be denying a
heart stopper or he would have bid 3?.)

A AK
| 7 42
r KQ953
r  K63

i  Q108
vA5
r AJ 8 6
! i  10852

West East
11 3r
3i 3NT

Auction b) might continue like this. 3i
shows a spade stopper and denies aheart
stopper. Responder, with a heart stopper,
continues with 3NT, reaching the best
contract. 3NT is laydown, but 5f
depends on a finesse. Without a heart
stopper, East would rebid 4t.

There is another type of minor-
orientated hand where you need to look
for nine tricks rather than eleven.
Suppose the deal is as follows with you
as West:

iA3

" 
876

I J7
!r  KQ9865

^ 
842

V AK4
I Q852
eA72

When your partner (East) opens lNT
(12-14), it would be reasonable to bash
3NT on the basis that the possibility of
making a bundle of tricks in clubs will
make up for the lack of points. Indeed,
on the hand as shown, 3NT is almost
impregnable, while 5i is hopeless. Of
course, West would be happier if he
could be sure that his partner 'filled in'
the club suit and sophisticated methods
can do just that.

On occasion, you should play in five
of a minor it is true, but not often and if
you gear your bidding towards looking
for the no-trump game in these
circumstances, you will not go too far

t

I
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T enBIh is stength - rrue - hut it is

I  not  the be al l  and end al l .  On
I--lmany hands. suit qualiry counts.
The better your suit, the more likely it
will make a good trump suit - and the
more likely you are to bid it. How do
you feel about playing with a six-card
'fit'? The idea does not appeal, does it?
Now suppose I tell you that the six
trumps are A-K-Q-J-10-x facing a void.
You surely feel differently about that.

You may know that quality counts for
overcalls and pre-emptive actions. It
should also count for other actions.
Culberlson made famous the idea of a
biddable suit. Yes - 'some suits are more
equal than others'.

Hand A Hand B
i  93 . f  AJ
r 85 V K10
0 AQ985 0 Q8652
*AK72 *K743

Hand A: you open 11, planning to rebid
2*. You are happy to play in a minor
suit and to let partner, who may have
tenaces in the majors, play no-trumps.

Hand B: playing a weak no-trump, you
open lNT. While the shape is the same as
in A, the honour location and suit quality
is very different. With over half your
points in the majors, opening lNT is a
lesser lie than bidding both minors.

Hand G Hand D
iAKJ9 iQ743

" 
K5 

"  
K10

O Q985 T AKJs
iQ82 *K74

Some say that, with a four-card major
and a four-card minor, you should open
the major. I think this is awful.

arrality
Corrnts

With a balanced hand (out of range for a
lNT opening), you open one of a suit
intending to rebid no-trumps at the
appropriate level. If you bid only one
suit, make it your best suit. With C, you
open l{r. If you want to open ll. you
may as well give up playing four-card
majorslWith D, you open 11.

Trying to open one of a major only
when you have a good suit is crucial to
finding 5-3 fits - if you open on bad
suits, partner will hesitate to raise
without four trumps. The benefits of
opening your better suit include:

1 You will find far more good 5-3 fits
than you would otherwise.

2 lf partner is on lead and leads your
suit, it is likely to work well.

3 If you play in a 4-3 fit, it is likely to
be a good one.

4 If you miss a 4-4 fit, it is likely to be
a bad one.

Hand E Hand F
eQ7432 iKQJ93
vAJ10 V64
r QJs I  QJs
iK10 eA62

Sometimes you do not even open a five-
card major. If the suit is poor, as in E,
and you are in range for 1NT, open lNT.
This describes your values and hand
type. With fl of course, you open li.
You are happy to rebid the spades if
need be or for partner to lead the suit or
to regard spade length as an asset.

Hand G Hand H
i AKQJ93 A 4J7432

"A8 "A10} J752 
'  

KQJs
e6 *10

What do you rebid on these hands if you
open 1i and parlner responds l*? On
G, you jump to 3i, showing lhe ertra
values and extra spade length. and
ignoring the diamond 'suit'. -\s Reese
said, 'don't bid bad suits on _sood
hands. '  With H. rebid 20. \ou nr ieht
want to play in diamonds u'ith H rrr. at
any rate, let your paftner knou that vou
have the suit well held.

Likewise, if parlner opened 11. I'ou
jump to 2i on G but bid a simple l i
on H. With G. you knou spade- is a
playable trump suit and that \ Lru are
most unlikely to belong in diantonds"
With H. far  more opt ion.  remain , 'pen.

For competit ire decisions. the Rt:e oJ
Total Tricks is a good guide. E," 3r ri. ofl
many mar-einai hanci.. ;.,,;

Hand J Hand K

s J74 3 r  J743

v KQ1D1 v 10764

| 765 r  QJs

rJ10 iK10

West North East South

1? Pass

2A 3r Pass Pass

a

\\-irh .1. bid 3V. Your hand appears
useless defensively. If 3? goes down, 3l
is surel,, making. You will often have a

5-+ f1t tor a 4-4 fit in both majors) if
panner knows not to rush into opening a
poor four-card major.

81' contrast, with K, you should pass.

\bur diamond holding may well be
u onh a trick against 3i but is of dubious
value to your partner in 3?. Moreover,
r.our weak hearts increase the risk of
trump losers in 3? and increase the
chance that your fit is only 4-4.3) and
3V are unlikely both to be making.
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state agents, they say, quote the
three key features of a property as
location. location and location. At

bridge, if you want to defend well, there
are three very important things to do -
counting, counting and counting. You
need to know shape, points and tricks. If
you count these things, you will often
build up a good picture of the unseen
hands. Once you can 'see' the unseen
hands, you should beat far more contracts.

Counting Shape

If you are not used to counting, it may
seem a bit much suddenly to count three
things at once. We will begin by
counting shape alone.

West

Pass
Pass
End

^ 
i9432

vQ104
I Q107
iJ5

North

1t
3r

East South

Pass 1l

Pass 2

Pass 3NT

. )87

. , , r  ? K8753
'" '  ,  K62

!t  KQ 10
. i  J94'32
v'Q 104
r Q107
iJ5

i  A' t05.

"A'962) g4 |
* I832

You lead the three of spades. East wins
with the ace and returns the ten. Taking
this with the king, declarer crosses to the
king of diamonds and finesses the jack
on the way back. East follows both times
and you win with the queen.

Diamonds is the easiest suit to count:
South's bidding shows at least five
diamonds and four clubs. Since East has
followed to two diamonds, the diamond
layout must be West three, North three,
East two and South five.

r  KQ6

"Jo AJ I5 3
eA764

Although the counting procsss may
seem laborious at first, once it becomes
a habit, you should find it much easier.
The initial effort is well worth it. I

Corrnt Shap(e,
Points and Tiichs

You also know the spade layout if you
think about it. East would have played
back a low card (original fourth best),
not the ten, from four. East cannot
therefore have more than three spades.
Equally, you know that South can have
no more than three. With four spades,
South would have rebid li, not 2!D. The
spades must be West five, North two,
East three and South three.

The 2Q rebid tells you that South has
four or five clubs. You cannot say for
sure which it is. However, you do know
that South started with thirteen cards. So
South must be3-l-5-4 or 3-0-5-5. Either
shape is consistent with the bidding and
play to date.

Counting Points

You have six points and can see eleven
in dummy. This accounts for seventeen
points. Subtracting seventeen from forty
tells you that the unseen hands have
twenty-three points between them. Since
North's jump preference was not
forcing, South must have better than a
minimum opening - say fourteen or
fifteen points. What do you know about
these presumed fourteen or fifteen?

We have already established the spade
layout: A-10-x with East and K-Q-x
with South - that is five points. We have
also established the diamond layout: x-x
with East and A-J-x-x-x with South -
that is another five points.

This leaves us with the A-J of hearts
and the ace of clubs. You cannot place
thejack ofhearts but you can place East
and South each with one of the missing
aces. With ten points in diamonds and
spades, South needs at least four more to
have a minimum of fourteen.

Counting Tricks

You have made a spade and a diamond.
You need three more tricks to set 3NT.

Declarer's tricks include two in spades
(the king-queen) and four in diamonds (a
five-card suit with one loser). With the
ace of clubs, there would also be at least
three club tricks (the ace in hand and the
winners in dummy), to bring the total to
nine. With the ace of hearts instead,
declarer would have only two club tricks
after driving out the ace but now two
heart tricks (the ace facing the king).
Either way, your opponent seems to be
on course for nine tricks.

Counting tricks also tells you South
cannot be 3-0-5-5. With a heart void,
South's undetermined ace must be in
clubs and not hearts. With five club
tricks and two tricks in each pointed
suit, declarer would have nine on top
and not be finessing in diamonds.

In any event, to defeat the conffact you
will need to make the next three tricks.
Slow winners will be no good. This
means placing East with the ace of
hearts rather than the ace of clubs.
Having figured out that you need three
quick heart tricks and that South has a
singleton, can you see what to do? Lead
the queen. This is the full deal:

t  87
? K8753
I R62
iKo10

H
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